
Earth and Environmental Sciences Alumni Advisory Board 

Meeting Notes 

April 11, 2025 

via Zoom 

(Eric Small served as Secretary) 

 

Members Present: Jim Eagan, Melissa Evans (Chair), Katie Goff, Lee Phillips (Past 

Chair), Amy Sullivan, Eric Small, Tim Stroope, Aaron Suzuki  

 

Others Attending: Katie Bottorff, Emily Finzel (DEO), David Peate  

 

Members not in attendance: Mike Burkart, Brian Hartman, Luan Heywood, Ben Howard, 

Noah Stern 

 

Melissa Evans called the meeting order at 10:05 a.m. 

 

October 2024 Meeting Minutes approved 

 

Bylaws Update - Discussion (10:12 A.M.) - Amy 

○ Bylaws initially constructed in 2014. 

○ Document was amended in advance of the department merger with GES 

into the School of Earth, Environment and Sustainability 

○ New Name: School of Earth Environment and Sustainability (SEES) Board 

○ Notable Changes/Efforts: 

■ Facilitate collaboration between SEES alumni. Synergies with other 

incoming majors in the School. 

■ Continuation of the mentoring aspect of the Board. 

■ Establishment of an Executive Committee, consisting of six 

members: Chair, Chair-Elect, Secretary, and 3 Executive Officers 

(One from each major) 

■ Triennial Meeting - every third year - removing this language from 

the meeting. 

■ Alumni Outreach Committee – historically, the primary duty is the 

Distinguished Alumni Award.  New consideration is for committee to 

have more impact by organizing systems of communications with 

SEES alumni and students. 

○ Special thanks to Mike Burkhardt and the Bylaws Committee for their work 

to revise this document (Emily White, Lee Phillips, Asa Strong, Amy 

Sullivan)  

○ Next steps: 



■ Incorporate edits and discussed recommendations from the call 

■ Route draft to Melissa 

■ conduct an online vote for approval of Bylaws 

Call to Board Service (10:40 A.M.) - Melissa 

○ Amy willing to be Nominations Committee Chair 

○ Committee Members (Amy, Melissa, Luan, Katie Goff) 

○ Schedule of Service Terms -  

○ Five nominations for the Board were reviewed and approved: 

■ Matt Burreson, Worldwide Chief Geophysicist at Oxy 

(Houston/Decorah) 

■ Asa Strong, Tech-world (ESRI/GIS Experience; Lives in Chicago) 

■ Bill Raatz, ARCO, New Mexico Tech Professor, Chief Geologist at 

Oxy, Oxy Fellow (Now Lives in Iowa City) 

■ Meg Raatz LUST/Superfund WDNR/Interior Designer/Elementary 

School experience (Now Lives in Iowa City) 

■ Erik Smith USGS Hydro Division (Lives in Austin, TX) 

○ Boarding Members with term expiring this year: 

■ Lee Phillips, Tim Stroope, Luan Heywood, and Brian Hartman 

■ Amy will reach out to individual board members to determine 

interest in continued service to the Board (except Lee, a 2-term 

member) 

● Chair-Elect Conversation (11:00 A.M.) - Melissa 

○ Chair Elect needed 

○ Melissa will reach out to some folks individually for feelers, since we’re 

light on attendance. 

 

Distinguished Alumni Award (11:25 A.M.) - Amy and Lee 

○ Four candidates are being considered (see Amy’s email from March 30, 

2025) 

 
Department Update (11:45 A.M.) - Emily 

○ Building Renovations: 
■ Phase 1a - Foyer/Hallway/Student Lounge 

● Currently in the design stage 
● Work will be completed during summer 2025 
● Access to building from Cleary Walkway may be limited at  

■ Phase 1a (Continued) - TH Computer Lab 
● Work will be completed during summer 2025 
● New furniture and computers 
● Projector removed/4 screens added 
● Goal to make this a secondary GIS lab 

■ Phase 2 -Administrative Suite/Faculty Offices 



● Currently preparing for bidding stage 
● Work will be completed during summer 2026 
● TH B35A Fume Hood Fan Replacement 

■ Some graduate students from Trowbridge will be moved to 
Chemistry Building. 

■ Most graduate students from Jessup will stay in Jessup. 
■ Chemistry Building will also hold field gear for Department and 

some lab space. 
■ Thin Section Service Center is closing; rock facilities lab will be 

maintained for internal use. 
■ Matt Wortel is transitioning to SEES Facilities Coordinator 
■ Hiring spring/early summer for Instructional Services Specialist to 

coordinate 1000-level intro labs/TAs and assist in managing 
undergraduate research at prairie. 

■ Two Fall 2024 Faculty: Hang Chem (Environmental Geophysicist - 
Lawrence Berkeley National Lab) and Adam Pollock 
(Environmental Justice at Dartmouth College) 

■ Two Instructional Track Positions: Daniel Fobi (PhD Indiana in 
Agricultural Policy) and Matt Tibbits (Currently Visiting Assistant 
Professor in EES) 

■ Planned Fall 2025 Faculty Searches for (1) Community or 
Population Ecologist, (2) Solid Earth Geologist, and (3) Geographic 
Information Scientist 

■ New School has $7.95 Million Committed to Date 
 
Fundraising (12:15 P.M.) - Emily 

○ One Day For Iowa  
■ 27 unique gifts from alums = $4,630 
■ Board matching gift = $5,975 
■ EES Student Club = $2,000 
■ Top 5 UG Student Votes = $400 
■ Grand Total $13,005 

○ Trowbridge Hall Facilities Fund 
■ Initial gift from Leon and Vicki Aden 
■ New fund established in spring 2025 

○ Next Couple Months Fundraising Effort for Trowbridge Hall Basement 
○ Thanks to Noah Stern for leadership on One Day for Iowa 

 
Mentoring Updates (12:20 P.M.) - Aaron 

○ Networking invariably leads to jobs 
○ Looking at fall and spring check-ins 
○ Little alumni-led mentoring sessions to build out resume or LinkedIn 

resumes. 
○ Alexandra from the Department is looking to share a one-time blub to 

advertise the mentoring opportunities. 



○ Talk to Silvia Secchi and Ben Swanson, along with Emily this summer to 
factor into mentorship picture. 

○ Possibly in-person event during Fall meeting? 
○ Possible student engagement through introduction video or in person 

speed-dating exercise? 
○ Interdisciplinary seminar could be a great opportunity to facilitate student 

engagement. 
 

Other Business 

● Fall Meeting will be on October 10 

● Date chosen as a non-home game weekend to help reduce the cost of those 
attending from out of town 

● Considering hosting a Watch Party and Event for the Iowa - Wisconsin football 
game on October 11th 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:45  


